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Appearance: 7 A
Citronella ants and their relatives are golden yellow in color. The 22\

winged female swarmers are also golden yellow while the winged males YN

are black. Workers of this species measure about 1/4-inch in length.

Two closely related species are smaller. The winged females and males that swarm to start

new colonies may measure up to 5/8-inch and 3/8-inch, respectively.

Habitat:

The citronella ant is actually named the "large yellow ant," but it derives its nickname
from the strong citronella odor emitted from its body. These ants are subterranean in nature.
The workers are not seen foraging in homes and buildings; rather it is the winged
reproductives, called swarmers, that enter buildings in early- to mid-spring. These males and
females enter the home from cracks in the foundation or through sub-slab heating ducts. The
sudden appearance of hundreds of these swarmers is often disconcerting to homeowners. The
swarmers also have the strong, characteristic citronella odor.

Citronella ants locate their colonies within the soil under items such as stones, logs and
landscape timbers. They also may be found in the soil under mulch next to building foundations,
or they may locate colonies in soil underneath slab floors and in crawl spaces.

Diet:
They feed on the honeydew produced by subterranean aphids and mealybugs, which
feed on the roots of trees and other plants.

Solutions:

Citronella ants should be considered only as a nuisance pest species. Normally, they go
unnoticed unless the swarmers enter through expansion cracks in slabs or around door
openings. Although these intrusions may alarm homeowners, the ants will not reproduce within
the home nor will they attack stored goods or structures.

Sealing the cracks in the floor where the swarmers enter may stop the swarm from entering a
home or building, but the ants may find other cracks. Any treatment will involve drilling and
treating beneath the slab, thus requiring the services of an experienced professional.
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Visit our full pest library online at www.quikkill.com/pestlibrary
For more information or to speak with our on-site Entomologist,
contact us toll free at 1-800-525-0505 or on the web at www.quikkill.com
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