Thief Ant ;,; ) Vs =Y

Appearance:
Golden-yellow ants. They are one of the smallest ants found

infesting buildings, measuring less than 1/16-inch in length.

Habitat:

Thief ants derive their name from their habit of locating their colonies close to those of
other ants to steal that ant's food and even capture and eat the other ant's eggs and larvae.
They tunnel into the nest of the neighboring ants and make their way to the brood chambers
where larvae, pupae, and eggs are kept. Once there, the thief ant foragers live up to their name
by carrying off the eggs and brood of their hosts. The stolen brood becomes the food of the
thief ants. Some thief ants occasionally become household pests, living in nests constructed in
cracks, under floors, and behind baseboards. In homes, trails are often seen in bathrooms and
kitchens and in and around windows where the ants can find moisture and food.

They nest outdoors in soil, trash and rotten wood and tree cavities. Finding the nests is
extremely difficult, so thief ant control is best handled by professionals. Thief ants commonly
enter structures during hot, dry weather.

Diet:

Thief ants prefer high-protein foods, but will feed on sweets. They eat almost any
organic matter, including insects, honeydew, seeds, meats, fruit, bread crumbs, oils, nuts, pet
foods and dairy products. Thief ants may forage on greasy scraps that they find in the house.

Solutions:

Professional solutions: Thief ants can be difficult to control. Often they are mistaken
for Pharaoh ants; unfortunately, the baits used to control the Pharaoh ant may not be effective
for thief ants. The first step your Quik-Kill service technician will do is to locate their nests, by
following the trail of foraging workers back from their food source.
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Visit our full pest library online at www.quikkill.com/pestlibrary
For more information or to speak with our on-site Entomologist,
contact us toll free at 1-800-525-0505 or on the web at www.quikkill.com
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